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TRY AND MATCH THE PROS, OR DROP 
BACK A GEAR WITH YOUR MATES. 
WHICHEVER WAY YOU RIDE THE 
SCOTT, YOU’LL NEVER WANT TO STOP

Doing it 
for the 
team: THE 
2011 SCOTT 
24 HOUR 
RACE

Hosted by the Canberra Off-Road Cyclists 
(CORC) club since 1998, the Scott 24 
Hour has become something of a rite 

of passage for mountain bikers. The event’s 
all-inclusive atmosphere encourages bikers of all 
levels to hit the trails, ride to personal bests, battle 
the night, and come out the other side with a 
sleepy, satisfied grin. 

But over the years something has changed. 
Riding for 24 hours is no longer a question of “Is it 
really possible?” For many, the time between laps 
has become as important to the feel of the event 
as the racing itself. This evolution was evident in 
the shift in tight competition in this year’s event, 
from four-person pro teams to six-person social 
line-ups.

The crew from Swell Design Group have 
embraced this change in style. Swell have 
supported and raced in the Scott 24 since 1999. 
“It was Col’s doing,” says Anton Scott-Cameron, 

who co-directs the Canberra design agency with 
Colin Burk. “He saw the first 24 hour and just loved 
the concept of it. He liked the idea of camping out 
and riding late at night with 100 other people off in 
the distance.”

Looking around this year’s 2100-strong group 
of entrants, it’s easy to see things have changed 
over the last 13 years, but Swell’s presence has 
remained a constant. The crew have provided the 
distinctive branding for the event and several others 
run by CORC, including the 24 Solo Nationals 
and the ACT Schools Champs. “They give us an 
excellent transition position and a bunch of teams, 
as many teams as we want,” says Anton, “and 
we do the branding and marketing collateral at no 
cost. It  works out really well. They’re happy, we’re 
happy.”

Swell’s contingent for this year made four teams 
of six. Members ranged from World Cup racers (the 
Swell Redshift team) to staff, relatives and friends 
who wanted to dig deep in the daylight and spend 
time with their families at night. 

Considering the Scott is primarily run by 
volunteers, support from sponsors goes a long way 
to creating the event’s all-important atmosphere. 
The brand exposure for Swell has meant not only 
fun times at races, but enduring relationships with 
clients who ride bikes too. As Swell Dayshift team 
rider Scotty Preston skids into the 2011 Swell camp 
singing rock songs, a drink-run is arranged before 
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“When you’re out there hurting, and you know your teammate will be there       chomping at the bit, you have to dig deep”

 Top left: Local resident takes 
in a Scott 24 sunset. Bottom 
main: Well prepared trails mean 
gathering storm clouds hold no 
fear for competitors. 

Clockwise from top left: Brett 
Bellchambers happy before the pain; 
Stromlo Observatory, er, observes 
the action; daylight equals speed, 
time to open it up; Le Mans start 
always a highlight. 

dinner, and bling bikes glisten in the afternoon light, 
it’s obvious that this group’s 24 hour experience 
extends far beyond the world of work – and has for 
a while. 

Anton recalls the year Dean Rogers, brother of 
Michael Rogers and a former World Champion, 
joined the team. Dean came back to transition 
laughing about his hard single-speed ride in 
miserable conditions. “That just lingers in my 
memory: this guy who was a former world 
champion saying how great it was to have a spew 
out on track ‘cause he pushed it so hard!” Did that 
inspire Anton to ride harder? “No, it didn’t!  I wound 
it right back! The concept of having a spew on track 
doesn’t appeal to me at all!”

The combination of elite and enthusiast riders 
has been a long-standing feature of the Swell pits, 
giving the stylishly set up pit its celebrated vibe of 
positivity. “It’s awesome being alongside the pros, 
watching them ride and aspiring to ride like them… 
but we can’t, hence our mantra: ‘Win, or hang out 
with those that do!’” Anton laughs. He’s still quicker 

than most.
A stand-out moment for many of the team is 

the year James Williamson, Andrew Blair, Adrian 
Jackson and Shaun Lewis won the men’s fours, in 
2009. “That lingers because Willo was part of it and 
we’ve lost him now.” The image of the four boys 
hugging each other during their post-race elation 
is one that many people remembered after James 
died suddenly in 2010.  

That 2009 win is held fondly by ‘Blairy’ too: “We 
didn’t know each other inside and out at that time, in 
a riding sense, but we all knew we had a job to do. 
We all knew exactly what that involved. When you’re 
out on the track and you’re hurting, and you know 
your team mate will be there waiting, chomping at 
the bit, you have to dig deep. It’s like, you’re out 
there hurting for  your team mates. And that’s the 
difference. It’s not for yourself, it’s for your team.”

People often think of cycling as a solo sport, and 
this event in particular has received a lot of publicity 
in the past for its solo riding champions. The team 
experience, however, is a vital component of the 
event and a key factor in the creation of the Mont 
24 – a separate race that split from what is now 
known as the Scott and focuses primarily on teams 
of four and six. 

It’s not uncommon to hear riders talking about 
other enduro and marathon events as part of the 
lead up to this one, or something they plan to do 
next. Former Wallabies player Al Kanaar had only 
been on a proper mountain bike about five times 
before riding with Swell at the Scott this year, but 
he was already comparing it to other events. “It’s 
good having a break in the team of six. It makes it 
much more bearable, I think. I did the 50km 3 Ring 
Circus, and I almost collapsed after that! It’s good 
to have a rest, go an hour at a time – it’s just more 
manageable.”

The 2011 course was split into two laps – one 
with red arrows and one with blue – to ease rider 
congestion on the trails. The red lap featured a 
sustained climb before a ripper descent down 
Stromlo’s Skyline and Luge trails, while the blue lap 
was rockier and punchier from start to finish.

A stranger to the level of biking obsession 
expressed by some, Al simply revealed the elation 
of reaching the top of the red climb and how much 
better he felt on it compared to when he first/last 
rode the trail, a few months earlier. He’s not alone 
in that feeling either. “There’s just so many people 
doing it, and working in a team” he says. “You’ve 
got those pros or whatever, like the solo riders that 
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Clockwise from top left: Campsites 
get more luxurious every year; 
Zoooom; Andy Blair leads a mob on 
the start lap; The bare essentials of a 
Scott 24 competitor; stay hydrated, go 
much faster.

are just crazy, and kids, and all sorts of people 
doing the same. All out on the track at the same 
time – that’s pretty special.”

When the race first began, the experience of 
riding with bikers of all levels was one of the often-
hyped attractions, and it’s one that still remains. 
There was a short period where large cash prizes 
for the fastest laps encouraged more quick riders to 
enter. But at the end of the day, the event is for the 
masses, and the masses weren’t too happy with 
the resulting tensions on the trail. It was a big call 
for CORC to remove fast lap cash prizes from the 
event, but the track atmosphere has been better 
for it. Perhaps this is also part of the reason for the 
more relaxed approach being taken by teams. 

While doing well at this event is still important for 
some elite riders, the majority of the participants 
are middle-aged men in lycra. ‘MAMILS,’ if you’re 
into bad lingo. I turn to Anton, who is resplendent 
in Swell kit so yellow that Cadel Evans might look 
twice. He reflects the majority when he sums up 
the importance of the race on his yearly calendar: 
“It gives me a goal to train towards. If I don’t have a 
goal to train to, I don’t get out. We’re busy at work 
and I’ve got two young kids, so sometimes it’s 
tough to get the motivation to get on the bike.

“If there’s a goal, the Mont, the Scott, maybe a 
couple of other races during the year, I can get out 
at lunch time, do my 40 minute ride and maybe get 
out once on the weekend. I don’t get to train that 
much, but what it means is I get to put my head 
down and get on my bike, and then come down 
here and enjoy a weekend away with some really 
good people… and I want to make sure I can be 
healthy through my sixties. If I can keep up the 
fitness now, and keep a bit of heart rate training 
happening, I can...” Go wild on the red descent? 
“Exactly!” 

Going wild this year at the finish line was the 
mixed-six racing for Swell Redshift: Blair, Nick 
Both, Rosie Barnes, Cam Ivory, Nathan Spencer 
and Peter Kreilis. After 23 hours and 49 minutes, 
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its lead on the Merida team was a measly 9.9 
seconds. Blair raced hard to extend the gap and 
then settled in to relish his newly established tempo 
while his team mates gave him time-checks out on 
the course. The high-fives and crash tackles that 
followed made the meaning of the victory among all 
the Swell teams pretty clear indeed.

The Scott is and has been many things to many 
riders, offering a chance to race hard, catch up with 
mates, push yourself to different limits, test shiny 
new gear and stay fit for other activities. Each year 
it’s exciting to see new faces discover it for the 
first time, and hear tales of past events that have 
shaped the way people make sense of this one.

Underneath all that, the event continues to 
happen thanks to support from people who simply 
love riding – something to think about next time 
you look at the logos on your souvenir T-shirt. 

“The Scott offers the chance to race hard,
catch up with mates, or push your limits”
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